238       A STUDY IN CONSC80USNESS

garden overrun with the rank growth of the weeds
of vice.

8. THE USES OF EMOTION

The uses of the love-emotion are so obvious that it seems
scarcely necessary to dwell upon them, and yet too much
stress cannot be laid on the fact that love is the constructive
force in the universe. Having ^drawn together the family
units, it welds these into larger tribal and national units, and
these it will build in the future into the Brotherhood of Man:

Nor must we omit to note the fact that the smaller units
draw out the love-power and prepare it for fuller expression.
Their use is to call into manifestation the hidden divine power
of love within the Spirit, by giving to it objects close at hand
that attract it. The love is not to be confined within these
narrow limits, but as it gains strength by practice it is to
spread outwards until it embraces all sentient beings. We
may formulate the law of love : Regard every aged person
as your father or mother ; regard every person of similar age
as your brother or sister; regard every younger person as
your child. This sums up human relations. The fulfilment
of this law would render earth a paradise, and it is in order
that the earth may become such a paradise that the family
exists.

A man who would widen his love-relations should begin to
regard the welfare of his community as he regards the wel-
fare of his own family. He should try to work for the
public good of his community with the energy and interest
with which he works for his family. Later, he will extend his